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OUR WORK. 


Class II. 

„ x T h „ ath Another good book. Drawings abundant and 
Observations^ might be recorded a little more at length. 

Miss WlNNIFR^Wn K KINSON. 

Miss H. H. Fountain. 

Miss Ida Emily Fischer. 

Miss G A. MeNDHAM. 

Miss M. E. Moule. 

Miss C. A. Fraser. 

The above seven books bracketed together are all good. The notes are 
perhaps not quite so full as some, and the drawings not quite so life-like. 
They all, however, breathe the right spirit. The differences rather lie in 
quantity of note and quality of drawings. 

General Report. 

As I have not had the advantage of seeing the previous year’s work of 
the students, this report cannot have any comparative value. I consider 
the whole of the seventeen note books so good that it is exceedingly 
difficult to make even two classes out of them. The students will thus be 
classified rather by quantity and quality of the notes and drawings 
respectively, than by any great inferiority in the matter of recorded 
observations. The brushwork of those students high up in the list was 
both true to Nature and most artistic. The spontaneity of the records 
was very delightful, and made the work of examining so many note-books 
quite a pleasure. The students should now seek to extend their observa- 
tions to the relations of plants to the soils on which they grow : to noting 
the position of leaves with regard to light and darkness : should learn to 
interpret the structure of plants in relation to the visits of insects for the 
purpose of pollination ; and if they have time to rear insects, both aquatic 
and terrestrial, they will thus be able to add many new delights to their 

rambles. (Signed) Alfred Thornley, m.a., f.l.s., f.e.s. 

I he Rev. A. Ihornley, who is Referee for a considerable district of the 
Midlands, most kindly consents to be Referee for House of Education 
students also. He says, “ I hope the students will send me plenty of 
specimens ^ determine. I can determine plants, animals, insects, shells 
an ungi. Students should enclose a stamped and addressed envelope 

r!nrnl SPeC1 ni^ nS J hornley, M.A., South Leverton Vicarage, 

stu ents will feel that this is an immense advantage. 


^^KDnuAKL) MODELLING, 

Held at the House of Education , 2nd May , 1903. 

Class List. 

Passed with distinction. 


Brownell, Dorothy 
Wix, Helen E. 
Brookes, e. M. 
Goode, B. M 
Tibbits, Winifred* 
White, W. a. 

Wilson, Marie L ' 
w °oler, M. I 


> y 

Passed. 


John Cooke. 


BOOKS. 
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Goethe’s Gedichte. c ™'~™*** for J*T- Selection f rom 

' A £ NE ;i R °OPEK, Hon. Sec., 

Fen Selwood, Gervic d 

From whom all particulars may be obtained. d ’ Bournemouth . 

BOOKS. 

Robert Browning: English Men of Letters Senes (Macmillan, net) 
Readers who take Browning seriously as a teacher whose lessons thev 

tn Iparn will tit . * 


themselves to learn will be grateful for Mr. Chesterton’s book^The 
amateur reader of Browning, who admires a poem and a passage here and 
there, but who criticises from a height, will find this author irritating ; his 
pages bristle with paradoxes, whimsicalities ; and the reader who looks 
for a calm judicial attitude in the biographer, akin to his own, will avenge 
himself by saying, “ young,” ‘‘crude,” and the like; but Mr. Chesterton 
puts himself at the feet of his author and looks up at “one greater than I.” 
He gives us an appreciation . It is good to have written of Browning’s 
“quiet life, which culminated in one great dramatic test of character”; 
and, again, to have written, “he displayed a very manly and unique 
capacity ” of laughing at his own work without being ashamed of it. 
Again, “ he was naturally magnanimous in the literal sense of that sublime 
word ; his mind was so great that it rejoiced in the triumph of strangers.” 
Speaking of the deception which Browning judged to be necessary in the 
matter of his marriage, the author’s very just remark is, “ it did not in the 
least degree break the rounded clearness of his loyalty to social custom. 
It is vexing to read such a sentence as, “ These Browning poems do not 
merely treat of painting — they smell of paint”; and we doubt if Mr. 
Chesterton has fully caught the secret either of Browning s gaiety in play 
or of his passionate and comprehending love of painting and music. Tie 
greatness of the Renaissance men was an all-round greatness, and it was 
because he, too, was all-round in his sympathies and achievements a 
Browning knew how to interpret them. It seems to us a itt e ar £ , 

to compare the one great problem of Browning s i e hi . 

Caponsacchi’s ; but it is quite true that, “this great mora g ^ 

which may be called roughly the doctrine of the : grea ^ou fol , ow 

many of the poems besides The Ring and ' ■ anc j wor k 

Mr. Chesterton through his interwoven comm^nts^p ^ freer from 

of Browning, but we are entirely grateful > nihusiasm. 

faults is far less rich in suggestion, far less °> a in . lecteur 

Mr. Chesterton say, tacitly 

assidu et un ardent admirateur de Browning q rqu0 i j e le considere 

grande poetes que l’Angleterre ait sus. es universelle que tout le 
comme appartenant a la litterature clas q 

monde est cense connaitre.”* q Tunnington (Norland Press, 

Emerson's Essay on Beauty , edited y • . tQ t ^ e e y e . As for 

*/6). The essay is printed in fine bold type» . , | e a nd desirable, but 

the notes and questions they are probablyjp H e 

- Academy and Literature. June i 3 - 
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books. 


, - c fhat the reader, who is in a fit stale of mental develop. 

mentTo /eadTgiven modern author, should be left to deal with his author 

aCC ZnZ % * edited by Tcunnington (Norland Press). The above criticism 
applfes even more strongly to the well-printed nicely got-up Adonais, 
bv PP the same author and issued by the same publishers. Here Miss 
Cunnington gives us pages of parallel passages from other authors, 


vcb uo ^ u r r ° 

containing or suggesting or amplifying every line of Keats’ great poem. 

thought in Lycidas , In Memonam , 7 /ie Prelude 


A suggestion of the same thought in Lycidas , /« Memonam , / /«? Prelude , 
or what not, to which Keats gives another expression, is delightful when 
it occurs spontaneously to the well-read reader; but, when the young 
student is set to get up this sort of thing, he is apt to get a meretricious 
and not delightful acquaintance with literature. 

The Norland Readers, edited by E. Speight. The Norland J Press i s 
doing good work. The first of the Norland Readers is a delightful little 
book for picture, verse and tale. It is a gain for nursery as well as school- 
room children. 

Tales from the Greek , by C. L. Thomson (Norland Press, i/-). Miss 
Thomson has performed a difficult task very well, but we are not at all 
sure of the advisability of giving the tales of Eros and Psyche, Perseus 
and Andromeda and the rest, to young children in all grades of [schools. 
It is a sort of rifling the future for children, who will come upon such tales 
by-and-by in some form which will be included in “ literature , ** and we 
doubt if children of a lower grade are likely to get these Tales from the 
Greek into place as mental furniture. 

The Celtic Wonder World, by C. L. Thomson (Norland Press, i /•). 
Miss Thomson has succeeded in keeping the poetic feeling of these tales, 
and we think that they are more fit on the whole for English children, new 
to literature, than the Greek tales ; and they should conduce to the dreamy 
wonder so blissful and profitable for children. 

Lid/e German Folk , by M. Schramm (Norland Press, 2/-). This is a really 
r e dook - . Ever y P a fT e is occupied with some little incident of 
• , 1 6 ln ' 10mat ' c German, by a German, and at the head of each page 

Wh/ Tf PIC r Which catches the quaintness of early German art. 
enable th* \ f le pictures really illustrate the letterpress, so as to 
enable the teacher to describe from the German text. 

Gardner TYart^ n ^ ruc Pon of Children at Home, by E. Barker (Wells, 
In the first olaf ’ t f ^ not ‘ ce tb ' s little book with hearty pleasure. 
Jv!„g rettu S / t ? at - With ^ seriousness ^e mother’s function of 
that she must in'T rUUlon t0 her children, and in the next it recognises 
Mrs. Barker »j ve ! rUct out of fu " an d deliberately gathered knowledge, 
various ages S om* . S u VG * St f ^ )00 * <s ^ or the instruction of children of 
children. The anth° u Us ^ D y the mother, others for use in teaching the 
their prices certifipH 1 ? S 660 at tbe P a * ns t0 have the titles of books and 
agree with Mrs Bar/ M PUblishers . a real kindness to her readers. We 
throughly without- „ e V hat U 15 lm P°ssible to carry on such instruction 
‘falsehood of extrem*° > ass ' stance ” She adds, “in choosing, the 
tried to keep the choir* ^ CVer been iw "W mind -” Again, “ I have 
T he author’s capital nl amongst books which are readable and first-rate, 
the use of the book* ti/" ' n eacl1 & rou P is to begin with a few notes as to 

o ows the list, and then a descriptive notice 0 


BOOKS. 


each book in the list. vve are glad .. 

Times of Jesus the Messiah giy en a// 6 Hd L ersheim ’s The Life 
Lord, and The Holy (illustrated) S P aUt ^ 0rity the life of 

History of Western Europe, by T Har, D . as a P lct ure-book. 
Professor Harvey Robinson appears to „«? ^° blnson ( Gir >n & Co., 7/6) 
.. so vast a theme ” tvith singula, jud 8 „, nt a “ d rc.SrT?* 1 
mass of facts, but a serious and thoughtful ‘ centy - Ih <sisnomere 
truly and clearly, also to bring the narrativ* ■ f Ue [ I ' pt “to state matters 
recent conceptions of the relative imporUnc 0 e h o r f m0ny W ’ th the m0it 
institutions.” The author saves sDace h»n * paSt events and 

secondary importance, and traditional aiLdotew^th" 5 ° f 

to “ institutions under which Europe has lived for’ . H SpaCC he glVes 
Church," and - the life and work *"• ,he 

importance in the various fields of human ende.vout-Gmgoty fc G«a“ 
Charlemagne, Abelard S Francis, Petrarch, Luther, EraL™, V.J, “ ' 
Napoleon Bismarck." The second chapter treats of Western Eu™ 
before the Barbarian invasion-the last, of Europe of to-day We are 
grateful to Mr. Robinson for a book which should do much to introduce 
European History into the advanced classes of our schools. We know of 
nothing which covers the same ground in so compact a volum.e, and with 
such fairness and simplicity. I here are some thirty-six capital historical 
maps, and a number of other interesting illustrations. We have noticed 
one or two Americanisms in spelling, but none in style. 

The Sciences : a Reading Book for Children , by E. S. Holden (Ginn 
and Co., 2/6). Again America comes to the fore with a school-book after 
our own heart. The Sciences is a forbidding title, but since the era of 
Joyce’s scientific dialogues, we have met with nothing on the same lines 
which makes so fit an approach to the sensible and intelligent mind of a 
child. This is what we call a “first-hand ” book. The knowledge has of 
course all been acquired ; but then it has been assimilated, and Mr. Holden 
writes freely out of his own knowledge both of his subject-matter and of 
his readers. The book has been thrown into the form of conversations 
between children — simple conversations, without padding. About 300 
topics are treated of: Sand-dunes, Back-ice, Herculaneum, Dredging, 
Hurricanes, Echoes, the Prism, the Diving bell, the Milky-way and- 
shall we say, everything else ? But the amazing skill of the author is 
shown in the fact that there is nothing scrappy and nothing hurrie in 
the treatment of any topic, but each falls naturally and easil) un 
head of some principle which it elucidates. Many simple ex P e ” , ™' n , 
included, which the author insists shall be performed y t le c 1 r 
selves. We wish we could quote the whole of the sint,u ar y w f gw 

a vade mecum to teachers— but we must content ours ® ^ d by j aW ; 
words: “All natural phenomena are orderly ; they are g why not by 
they are not magical. They are comprehended by 

the child himself ? It is not possible to exp am ^ery ^ prindples s0 
to a young pupil, but it is perfectly P ractica ia P , case of certain well- 

that this machine, like others, becomes a P ^ js (o awaken the 

understood general laws. The general p the doors towards 

imagination ; to convey useful knowle ^ : and t0 eX cite a living 

wisdom. Its special aim is to stimulate w 

a ud lasting interest in the world that lies about us. 
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